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Abstract

This study examined tLhe characteristics and form
of agricultural ritual 1ri present-day northern Thai socielLy
The ritual was studied in relation to religious beliefs and

to notthern Thai rural society eccnomic life.

The data used in this study were obtained by
interviews of villagers and observation of agricultural
ritual in the village of Ku Daeng, Nong Faek sub-district,
Saraphi District. Chiang Mai Province from 1987-1988.

Research findings can be summarized as follows.

This study and recording of rituazl forms allowed
for a systemic comparison of the characieristics of
merthodoloies in b5 rituals. Even though these rituals come
from Lhe differing belief systems of animism and folk
Buddhism, they resemble each other in terms of duration and

their timing in the calendar, such as at the time of

culiivation, after cultivation, and at Lhe time of the
harvest. These rituals are important at four levels of
society: at the community level, the family level, the

personal level, and at a mixture of levels. For the most
parti, though, involvement in 1itual is atL the family level
or higher, with involvement in ritual is aL the family

level or higher, with involvement at the personal level the

lowest.

The belief system of the wvillagets in these
rituals 1epresents a mixture of animism and feolk Buddhism
(with Brahministic influences), regardless of the fact that
the ideals of Lhese belief systems might disagree with one
another, These belief systems are made up of four main

components. These are, 1) sacred items have different roles



ambits, and levels of aweinspiting power; 2) their purpose
is to insure a belter existence in this and in future lives
3) symbelism helps fulfill Lhe purpose-this symbolism
involver the jocation, time, inanimate and animate objects,
and actibities, which, as a result, means that Lthis
symbolism relates io the overall ideals of the entire
ritual; and 4 three Lypes of people parLicipaLe.in these
rituals--those who perform the rituals, those who adminis-

ter them, and those who participate in them.

Ritual is related to economic life din thai ritual
provides support as a substitute for production technology.
Ritual contrels energy in production and is a means -
for conquering nature as well as saciedly and repetitively
inspiring prosperity. As for the relationship between
ritual and social life, ritual plays a role atL the personal
level and at a mixture of levels. Ritual helps Lreat
sickness, relieve tension. and piovides moral support in
tiving life with hope boith in this world and in future

wor 1ds.

Economic changes are a force that cause ritual
Lo change in a gradual fashion. Rituals change in different
ways, degenerating, being creaiLed anew, and changed in form
due to the community members. All of thes is caused by
problems of economic shortages, the modern political system
new modes of production and scientific ways of thinking
that have entered village life through tht modern

educational system.

This study found that the continued existence of

ritual and conventional belief systems is a result of their



still responding to the needs of the community. The
continvation of the ritual pattern, the continued repeli-
tion of rituval, and changes to ritual to make it conform
with modetrn life evidence efforts to maintain the cultural

flow in rhe community.

This also r1eflects the value system of the
norithern Thai community, in which value is placed on nature
on community living, and on a consciousness that does not
debase nature. Instead, ritual helps in making use of one's
own efforis Lo overcome obstacles and bhe ahove other things
IL was observed that Lhis belief system hopes and aims for
a better life, namely the life of ample food and prosperity

¢f the northern Thai.





