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Life and Ministry of Local Churches in Rural Area of Northern Thailand
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ABSTRACT

Topic: Life and Ministry of Local Churches in Rural Area of
Northern Thailand Belonging to the first District of
the Church of Christ in Thailand

Researchers: Chuleepran Srisoontorn

Saman Chaisatan

Year: 2012

This study is a basic research that aims to' examine characteristics and ministries of
Local Churches of the Church of Cheist in Thailand in Rural Area of Northem Thailand on the
basis of biblical and theological understanding of the church. Data is taken from 72 members of
the local Chiang Mai city churches. Methodology consists of literature review, questionnaire,
focus groups, and interview,

From this rescarch, it is found that the Local Churches of the Church of Christ in
Thailand in Rural Area of Northern Thailand is a community of believers whose lives reflect
characteristics of the church according to the biblical and theological teaching. In addition, the
churches have five basic ministrics: cvangelism, disciple making, fellowship, worship, and
service. Among thesc ministries, the Local Churches of the Church of Christ in Thailand in Rural
Area of Northern Thailand arc successful in ministries of fellowship, worship, and community
service. However, the local churches should improve ministries of discipleship, community
service, and evangelism. Surprisingly, the presences of some ministries are in both successful and
need of improvement category.

it is also found that there are rural area lifestyles, and members do not have an five
main factors that influence the church’s life and ministries, namely 1.Church member live like
famity. 2. Church ministry is impacted by significant change in the community. 3. Church
members need to be nurtured and discipie to become true followers/disciples of Christ, 4, Church
members nced to fellowship and close relationship. They nced the church comimitice 1o
participatc in group activities in the Church. 5, Members do not have an accurate biblical and
theological understanding of the church. Therefore, the church should seek ways to develop life
and ministrics that can adequately respond to these faciors so that people in the church
community will have lives and ministries that are in accordance to the Bible and Christian

theology.

Key Words:  loca! church, life of focal church, ministry of local church, the Church of Christ
in Thailand, Rural Area of Northern Thaitand
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