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ABSTRACT

1. COUNTRY THAILAND
2. NUMBER 135
3. TITLE URBAN LIFE OF PEASANT WOMEN AND CHILDREN : THEIR

POVERTY AND PROCESS OF STRUGGLING FOR SURVIVAL
IN CHIANG MAI CITY.
4. AUTHOR BENJA  ONTHOUM
5. TYPE OF DOUCUMENT  RESEARCH
6. PUBLICATION DETAILS
INCLUSIVE PAGE 116 PAGES
7. DATE OF PUBLICATION 10 SEPTEMBER 1996
8. LANGUAGE OF DOCUMENT THAI
3. SPONSOR MINISTRY OF UNIVERSITY AFFAIR
10. KEYWORDS POVERTY  PROCESS OF STRUGGLING
11. ABSTRACT
1) SUMMARY OF RESEARCH
This study had selected the community called “Meedee™ (pseudonym). This community
has been invaded by people whom Chiang Mai's Municipaiity had no ‘authority to control.
Therefore, women and children have to find their own way to survive in the  community.
2) METHODOLOGY
This study used the combination of both quantitative and qualitative methodology. The
criteria of selecting the community to study was based on the understanding of the
community culture, the reascns of migrating to the city as well the poverty of the community.
This study used questionnaire, surveying, observation and interviews to collect the
tnformation. The guestions used for the interviews included both open and close ended
questions, The participants for this research were women who became head of the
household wives of each household's head key informants and female youths. This study
used percentage and qualitative data to analyze.
3) CONCLUSIONS
This study has found that Chiang Mai has become a center of the development and
modernization in every aspect. People from various regions have been tempted to come 1o
the big city in order to find a better living. Some people have been seeking-for ways of

surviving and the convenience for living.  As a result, the city has hecome very ciowded and



they have become the poorer group of peaple In the community. The communiiy “Meedes”
is an area where there are 50 rai and there are about 1450 people living together. Most of
them are very poor. They are low educated people. They were employed for tabour or
otherwise, earn their living by small trading. Because of that kind of curcumstances, they
ahve 10 do whatever in order to survive. Their expenses are varied. As a result of having to
struggle. they have become tolerate both mentally and physically,  Small children ahve to
struggle at the young age. However, this resulted their independence. They could look after
themselves as well as helping their parents take care of their younger brothers and sisters.
Women in the community who are very poor, have to earn some incomes as well as looking
after their families. It can be claimed that women and children’s lives have iow guality of
living  Factors to assist the surviving of the family come from the cohesion of the family,
relatives, outsiders’ authority, the whole process of struggling such as the development of
one’s tolerance physically, mentally and economically, simple living as well as hope of living
and expectations.

The suggestion of this study is to primarily develop the quality of life of women and
children. More studies should be done on the aspect of prevention to the community's

problems.
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