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ABSTRACT

Bisu is an endangered minority language of mainland Southeast Asia. It is verb-
final, and a member of the Sino-Tibetan, Tibeto-Burman, Burmese-Ngwi (also

known as Lolo-Burmese) language family.

This thesis introduces the Bisu language and people, and provides an introductory
phonology and orthography description. It then presents an in-depth grammatical

analysis of the Bisu noun phrase, Doi'Chom Phu variety.

An inventory of Bisu word classes relevant to describing the noun phrase is
presented and discussed. This inventory consists of nouns, adjectives, verbs,
pronouns, deictic expressions, quantifiers, classifiers, number markers, case markers,
postpositions and conjunctions.’ (Word classes not relevant to the noun phrase, such
as adverbs and sentence-final particles, are not discussed.) The status of adjectives
in Southeast Asian languages is controversial: some linguists assert adjectives are
an independent class, while others argue they are a distinct sub-class of verbs. This
thesis presents the features and functions of Bisu adjectives in the context of this
controversy, but does not draw a conclusion about the independent status of this

word class.
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The functions and features of the noun phrase (NP) are described, showing the NP in
its roles of clausal subject and object, object of a postposition in a postposition
phrase, and predicate in an intransitive clause. The range of words and phrases that

may function as NP heads is presented, and atypical NP types are described.

The internal structure of the NP is presented, including the order of NP constituents
and a description of the words, phrases and clauses that may modify a head noun
within a NP. One constituent that has been previously analyzed as a classifier is
discussed extensively and assigned to the number marker word class. Other NP-

final elements are analyzed and assigned to the case marker word class.
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